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‘Occafioned by the Death of 
‘Mrs. ELIZABETH HOWARD, 
Who departed this Life 
On Lord’s Day Morning, April 13, 1777, 
| Aged 43. 


Delivered the Lord’s Day after her Deceafe. 


By her bereaved Confort, 


SIMEON HOWARD, A. M. 
» Paftor of the Weft Church in Boston, 
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generofity and friendthip to 
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AT eM Wes oere ap Yo ; 
—— Who: hath abolifhed death, and 
brought life and immortality to 
light, through the gofpel.” 


HE natural evils to which mankind 
Bis fubjeét, in. the prefent ftate, are 
| dreaded, not only for the painful 
fenfations which ‘they give, but be- 


caufe they are confidered:as having a tendency 


_ to put a period: to human life ;—an event 


which we natvrally fear, and with to keep off. 
The profeffors of chriftianity, when St. Paul 
wrote this epiftle, were greatly expofed to 
fuch evils from the malice of their enemies. 


He himfelf had a large thare of them; and 


was then in bonds on account of the gofpel. 
And he feems to have been afraid that the 
confideration of thefe things would difcourage 
Timothy from a faithful-difcharge of his 
minifterial duty. » He, therefore, exhorts hira 
10 be firm, and refolute, and patient, what- 

ever 


Ce 3 ~ 
ever fufferings he might be’ expofed to,” ia 
the profecution of this good work. This 
exhortation he enforces by a variety of confi- 
derations, in this and the following chapters ; 
among which, thofe fuggefted in the text are 
of great weight: Where, after having men- 
tioned the kindnefs and grace of God, in 
calling the Gentiles to the profeffion and 
énjoyment of chriftianity, and obferving that, 
though God had détermined from the be- 
ginning, to grant them this favor, yet his 
gracious purpofe had, in a great meafure, been 
kept hid from former ages, “‘ but is now made 
manifeft, by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift ;’ he reminds him of two impor- 
tant bleflings for which mankind are indebted 
to this appearing, or the mediation of Jefus 
Chrift, viz. the deftruction of death,and the dif- 
covery of eternal life—‘‘ Who hath abolifhed 
‘¢ death, and brought life and immortality to 
“light, through the gofpel:” As if he had 
faid, you have no reafon to relinquifh your 
duty, through fear of any thing which wicked 
and cruel men can do to you; for let them 
do their worft, death is the utmoft effect of 
their power ; and this ought not to affright 
you, becaufe Chrift hath abolifhed death, and _ 
difcovered by his gofpel a ftate of future and — 
eternal glory. . 


. Burt without paying any further regard to 


the connection of the words; I propofe, in 
difcourfing from them, cee 
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I. To confider what the Apoftle ‘here 
_ © cintends by death...» | 3 
“AL To thew in what fenfe, and by what 
»* means Chrift-hath abolithed death. 


~ TIL. To illuftrate and confirm the propofi- 
~~ tion in the latter claufe, viz. that Chrift. - 
hath brought life and immortality to 
_ light, through the gofpel. 


AFTER I have briefly confidered thefe par-. 
ticulars, the fubje@ will be clofed with fome 
reflections by way of application. 
Fy hi Cis pN OL RTSs 5 5 go OYE EB: or; 4 
“I. Tam to enquire what »is meant, in the’ 
ecia-texty by “death. << odit6 oc ; 


. Now this term. generally,-fignifies, both tht 
common language afid in the facred f{criptures:’ 
that event which puts a period to this prefent: 
-animal life, the feperation of the foul and bodys: 
in-confequence-of which, the body: becomes! 
incapable of all ation, enjoyment and faffer> 

ing, and returns to the duft from whence it. 
was taken. There can be no doubt but. thi 
death is intended by the Apoftle. 


Bur this: word in‘ holy writ, efpecially in ~ 
the New Teftament, frequently ‘means> that 
eternal punifhment which the wicked are to 
fuffer in 4 future flate. In this fenfe it is ufed- 
by our bleffed Saviour, when he fays, “Verily, 
“verily, I fay unto you, if a man keep my 

if — ce 6< fayings, 
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4 fayings, he fhall never fee déath::” “And by 
the Apoftle Paul, whem he tells us, “ to be 


~* carnally. minded _is death :” And by the — 


Apofile Joni, when’ he fays, ** ‘he that loveth 


ct not Se BrowhetdbidedWrin death MM7EHE is * 


fometimes called.the fecond death.. Thus we 
read in the Revelations, “ he that evercometh, 
@ all not be. hurt of the fecond death ;” 
Whereas ‘* the fearfcl and unbelievir KE. 
« thal! have théiripart in the lake which burn- 
« eth 4h. fire and. brimftone ;, which, is the 
eA Aah There 

dev or, but that t eApoftle tes, thejregmm eatin 
in the paffage under confideration, to include 
this future and etcendl.punifhment, as wellias 
the diffolution of the body) Hor déath in the 
former part of the text, is evidently oppofed 
tol lifeand inmorraliey ity the latrer part ; but 


“ stmmortality; etertial life; -everlatting’ life,” 


and ithe ‘like expréfions “in feriptiire, always’ 
mean; nov rerely-an éndlefs exiftence, but arr 
happy-one, exémpted fromall panifhinent and: 
fufferings”: By-death therefore in the text ‘we: 


_ attestorunderftand both témporal-and~eternal’ . » 
“s@egthywd tov0b. OS 9G" "f° S190 Ee RGR: B87 
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Il. Iam next ce thew i hat ‘fenle; pee 


+) by» what means: Chrift hath’ aboliffied 
-o;(s death, bothtemporal’and eterhal. =" 
‘You are fenfible that He hath not fo abo- 
lifhed. temporal death, as to exempt any. of 


_ the human face from dying. In confequence 


of the tranfgreffion of our firft Parents, it is 
oa appointed 


rend brin ae .4 
ath.” There can, I think, be no. ° 
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appointed unto all men’ once to die; and the 
duftt-muft return to the earth from whence it - 
was taken. . The wife and the good; as «well, 
as the fool and the brutifh  perfon, mult in 
this fenfe,perith. As death reigned from 
Adam to Mofes, and from Mofes to this time, 
fo heewill continue to reign to the end of the 
world, and perfons of all characters muft bow 
to his dreary fceptre. How then hath: Chrift 
abolifhed this death ? 1 anfwer by refcuing the 
body from his dominion,::and ‘reftoring it to 
life a@ain :. For as in Adam all die, fo im Chrift 
fhall all be made.alive. .Atan appointed time; 
all. whovare in their graves, all who fhallhave 
died.from the beginning of the world to that 
day, fhall: hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and come forth to life. ‘Then thall «the-foul 
and body, both which are neceffary to. confti- 
tute a shan, be reunited,and. enjoy: a> more 
perfect life than this fate admits of: Then 
will it:appear that man, inftead:of fuffering 
any Jofs by death, is»greatly improvedand 
perfeéted by it; fo that this enemy: will be 


_ quite baffled and his« malice defeated. It is 


indeed: faid, in the text, Chrift hath abolifhed 
*death; but this form-of- expreflion is. ufed 
rather to.afflure us that he will do this in due 
time; than to affert that he hath a¢tually done 
it already. Chrift has began; but has: not yet 
finithed the deftruction of «deathi: For this, 


_ we are told, is the laft enemy that fhall be 


deftroyed. But Chrift, who hath the keys of 
@eath, and of hell; and who, by the appoint= 
ict fe. : ; ; thent 


(or), 


ment of God, muft reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet, will at length intirely - 
overthrow this formidable tyrant, as well as 
all other tyrants, not leaving him one fingle 
fubje@ through all his gloomy realms. As 
to himfelf, Chrift has indeed already abolithed 
~ death, by rifing triumphant from the grave, 
after he had been crucified and flain by 
wicked :-hands ; whereby he has given: a fen- 
» fible proof that the divine power is able alfo 
to quicken our “‘ mortal bodies,” and reftore 
them to life; and given us an earneff and 
pledge of a general refurre&ion, when the 
bodies of all men fhal! be as compleatly de- 
livered from. the bondage of corruption, as. 
his Own, and no trace be left of the injury 
which we received from the firft Adam. 
Let us/now.confider in what fenfe Chrift 
hath abolifhed eternal death. I need not tell 
you that the holy {criptures, our only fafe 
inftruétor upon this point, neither affert nor 
intimate that He hath obtained for all men 
an actual exemption: from this death; on the 
contrary, they plainly: tell us, that many 
“ fhall go away into everlafting punifhment.” 
The fenfe therefore, in which our Saviour 
hath deftroyed eternal death, is this; that He 
hath opened a way for ALL to efcape it; 
and that all who put themfelves under his 
guidance and protection fhall actually efcape 
it.—He invites all without exception to do 
this, in the plaineft and moft affectionate ape 
- ' An 
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And he will certainly preferve all who accept 
the invitation from that ftrange punifhment 


which is referved for the workers of iniquity, 
and give unto them everlafting life; not merely 
an endlefs exiftence, but. an endlefs happinefs 


“in the prefence of God, where they fhall 


never be in danger of being hurt by the 
fecond death, Eat 


Tue means by which the Son of God 
hath done thefe great things for mankind, 


were, by dying and rifing again from the dead. 


The following paflages of Scripture, among 
many others that might be mentioned, will 
make this fufficiently evident. ‘‘ For as much 
as the children are partakers of flefh and 
“ blood, he alfo himfelf likewife took part of 
« the fame, that through death, he might de- 
“troy him that had the power of death, 
“ that is, the devil; and deliver them who 
“ through fear of death, were all their: life- 
‘time fubje@ to bondage.” “ Chrift hath 
“redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
“being made a curfe for us ; that he might 
“ reconcile us unto God by the crofs.” He 
“hath redeemed us to God by his blood.” 
“ Chrift our high prieft——having offered 
“ himfelf without {pot unto God, obtained 


- eternal redemption ‘for -us.” —* Thus it | 


* behoved Chrift to fuffer, and to rife from 
* the dead ; that repentance and rémiflion of 
* fins fhould be preached in'his name among 


6 all nations.” ** He was delivered for our 


B2.- “+ offences, 


(1) 
** offences, and raifed for our juftification.” 
“ Bleffed be the God, and Father of ourLord _ 
* Jefus:Chrift, which according to his abun- 
‘¢ dant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a 
lively Hope, by the refurre@ion of Jefus 
‘6 Chrift from the dead.”  Thefe declara- 
tions, without any comment, plainly teach us 
that it was by dying asa facrifice for fin, and 
rifing again from the dead, that Jefus Chrift 
hath obtained for men redemption from_de- 
trudion; or abolifhed death in the, fenfe 
above-mentioned. 3 


THe next thing propofed was, 


* IL. ‘To: illuftrate and confirm the propofi- 


“tion in the latter part of the text, viz. 
_ that: life and. immortality are brought 
to'light by the gofpel. : 


Tis expreffion, “ life and immortality,” 
theans immortal.or eternal life; and this, as 
has beeii before obferved, intends not merely 
an endlefs exiftences but a ftaternof; ever- 
lating happinels : So that the meaning of the 
affertion is, that Jcfus Chri by his gofpel 
‘has given us greatef affurance, and a more 
clear ‘difcovery of a future and ‘eternal ftate 
of happitiefs for the righteous, than the world 
had ' before. Pes ra . 
WS ¥ 
One thing is here: implied, and another 
afferted ;,. to cach. of which, I. fhall fpeak 
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1. THe thing implied is, that mankind 
was not fully acquainted with this doétrine, 
before the publication of the gofpel. 


Tuts was undoubtedly the cafe with the 
heathen woild. - For though in general they 
had fome expectation of a future ftate, yet 
their conceptions of it were uncertain and 
obfcure. Some of their wife men appear to 
have been in doubt whether they were to exift 
beyond the grave, though they thought the 
thing probable... Their moral writers did not. 
generally enforce their precepts by ‘a confi- 
deration of future rewards and punifhments.’ 
Thofe who ‘expected that good men would 
be happy after death, knew not when~ this 
happinefs would commence, in what it would 
confift, or whether it would be unchangeable 
and eternal. They had no conception that 
the body which mouldered to duft, would 
ever be'raifed ro life again, and united to the | 
foul. This‘ was by fome thought to be a 
thing which God himfelf could not effec ; 
fo effentially did they err, not knowing the 
Scriptures, nor the power of God. The 

tranfmigration of the fame foul into feveral 
bodies, one after another, was an opinion of 
many philofophers: And this was inconfiftent 
with the ‘refurreé&tion ; becaufe, upon this . 
fappofition, there muft be more human bodies 
than fouls. When the Stoics and Epicureans 
heard St, Paul {peak of the refurre&ion, they . 
“wade a jeft of it, as atv abfurd and incredible 
‘fale, And the Apoftle more than intimates 
| aT eee ‘setthar * 
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that the heathens had little or no knowledge 
of a future ftate of happinefs in what he fays 
to the Ephefians, “ Remember that ye being in 
“ time pafled Gentiles in the flelhh—navinc 
“No HOPE and without God in the world.” 
In a word, if the heathens had fome expecta- 
tion of a ftate of exiftence after death, they ~ 
had- none at all of that “ immortal life” 
which the gofpels reveals. . 


- THE Jews were undoubtedly lefs defective 

in their knowledge upon this point, than 
ether nations. There are feveral intimations 
of a future ftate and of a refurre@tion, in 
their holy {criptures.* Nor can there be any 
doubt, but that good men among them, in 
general, hoped and believed that they fhould 
be happy after death. But fill thefe doarines. - 
were not delivered in plain and exprefs terms. 
The law of Mofes was enforced only by 
temporal fanction: And fome chriftian wri- 
ters have doubted whether there be any where 
in the Old Teftamentany reference to a future 
fate at all; fuppofing that all the paffages 
whith have been thought to relate to it, are 
capable. of a different interpretation. There 
are alfo fome paflages in the Old Teftament, 
that at firft view appear inconfiftent with this 
doétrine. Thus Job fays, “ My days are 
“ {pent without hope—mine eye fhall nomore 
* fee good.—As the cloud is confumed, and 
“vanifheth away ; fo he that gocth down to ~ 
“the grave, fhall come up no more.” ave 
mite 


* Job xix. 2327, Dan. xii, 2. Holea xiii. 14. 
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find the Pfalmiftt fpeaking in the fame ftrain, 
“ Shall the dead arife and praife thee? Shall 
“ thy loving kindnefs be known in the grave? 
“ The dead praife not the Lord, neither any 
“ that go down into filence.” Man is “a 
wind that paffeth away and cometh not 
“aoain.” Solomon alfo fpeaks in the fame 


_ defperate language. ‘“‘ For the living know | 


* that they fhall die ; but the dead know not 
“ any thing, neither have they any more a re- 
“ ward, for the memory of them is forgotten.” 
Thefe paflages feem rather to deftroy ‘thai 
eftablith the doétrine of a future ftate : And 
though they are not fufficient to fet afide the 
plain intimations which are given of it in 
other places ; yet they probably had a tendency 
to: weaken the belict. of it. It is certain that 
this doétrine was by no means ‘univerfally re- 


ceived among the Jews. The Sadduces, a learn- 


ed and confiderable fect among them, exprefly 
denied it. And their principles, we are told, 
by the hiftorian Jofephus, were generally 
adopted by the rich and great men of that 
nation. The Pythagorean dofrine of the 
tranfimigration of fouls, feems likewife to. have 
been believed by fome of the Jews, at leaft, 
The difciples of our Lord were probably of 
this opinion, who afked him refpecting the 
man that was born blind, whether that calar 
mity was inflicted for his own fin, or for the 
fin of his parents ; for their queftion plainly © 
implies that they thought the man had been 
capable of finning before his birth ;. that is, 
mott likely, in fome former body. 

Uroy 
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Uron. the whole, it appzars,’ from what 
has been briefly fuggefted, that the world 
ftood in great need of fome further inftruéctions 
refpecting a future ftate, than either the light 
of ‘nature, or the Jewifh revelation gave. And 
that what was, fo much wanted, has by the 
unfpeakable goodnefs of God been granted, 
we fhall fee in confidering the nexe particular ; 
which is; 


. 2. THAT. Jefus Chrift hath brought life 
and immortality to light by the gofpel ; that 
is, hath made a clear and full difcovery of a 
future ftate of happinefs ; and taught us every 
thing refpecting it, which it concerns us to 
know. ; 


*“For the confirmation of this affertion, let 
me obferve; that the gofpel plainly teaches 
us, that, though our bodies are’ fhort-lived 
perifhing beings, yet the human foul, the 
rational principle within us, and. our better 
part, is immortal, and exifts in a feperate 
ftate; and that when the good man dies, his 
foul goes immediately into a ftate of happi- 
nefs to be prefent with the Lord. Thus we 
find our bleffed Saviour’ telling his difciples 
that “ thofe who kill the body cannot kill 
* the foul.” And declaring to the penitent 
thief on the crofs; “ to day fhalt thou be 
_“ with me in paradife.”” Thus we find St. 
“Stephen, when he was ftoned to death, com- 
mitting his departing foul into the hands of 
his Saviour, faying, “ Lord Jefus, receive my 

Spirit.” 
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*“*fpirit.” The Apoftle Paul alfo fpeaks of 
being “ prefent with the Lord,” as the certain 
and immediate confequence of dying, or being 
abfent from the body. And the Apoftle Peter 
fpeaks of death, as the putting off or laying 
afidethe body. From thefe paffages it appears 
to be plainly the doétrine of the gofpel, that 
the happinefs of the righteous commenceth: 
immediately tipon their death ; that the foul, 
inftead of falling into a ftate of forgetfulnefs 
and infenfibility, when the body dies, ‘is cat= 
_ tied dire@tly to heaven, to join the church of 
the firft-born, and the fpirits of juft men made 
_perfe&, ‘This is a glorious difcovery of the 
gofpel which the world had no certain khow= 
ledge of before its publication. ‘The héathens 
might with and hope for fuch a thing, atid fo 
might the Jews upon better grounds: But . 
neither of them had any exprefs promife of it, 
or certain information about it.’ The region 
beyond the grave was all dark, before it was 
illuminated by the fun of righteoufnefs.”” The 
gofpel further affures us that the human body, 
which now dies and mingles with the earth, 
fhall in due time be raifed to life again. “For 
** the hour is coming,” faith our bleffed Sa- 
viour, “in which all that are in their graves 
** fhall hear the voice of the Son of God and 
* come forth.” “* And this is the will of 
“him that fent me, that every one which | 
** feeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
“have everlafting life, and I will raife him 
“up at the laft day.” The fame thing 
— Cc is 
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is alfo afferted in many other paflages, in the 
plaineft terms; fo that we cannot doubt the 
truth of this doérine, if we believe the gofpel ; 
“if we believe that Jefus died and rofe again,” 
we muft alfo believe that “ them which fleep 
“in Jefus, God will bring with him.” Nor 
do the fcriptures fpeak merely of the refur- 
rection of the dead, but of the refurreétion 
offthe body in fuch terms as plainly to inti- 
mate that the fame body which was laid in 
the grave fhall be raifed to life again. Thus 
it is faid, ** He that raifed up Jefus from the 
“dead fhall quicken our mortal bodies,” the 
bodies which now die fhall be quickned, or 
made alive again. Again it is faid, ‘* This 
“ corruptible muft put on incorruption, and 
“this mortal muft put on immortality :” that 
is, this fame body which is now mortal and 
corruptible, fhall be rendered immortal and 
incorruptible. We are not indeed to fuppofe 
that every particular body will conGt of all” 
the fame particles of matter, when it fhall be 
raifed, that belonged to it when it. died. 
This may not be poflible: But that the raifed 
body fhall fo far confift of the fame matter, 
that the dying one did, as that it may pro- 
perly be called the fame body, I think, is 
plainly intimated in feripture. We have in- 
deed an example of this in the refurrection 
of Chrift; nor can we conceive why it fhould 
mot be as eafy for the divine power to raife 
the fame body, as to create one out of diffe- 
rent matter, But though the fame body 

see SS yehigh 
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which dies fhall be raifed again, yet, the 
gofpel acquaints us, that it fhall be greatly 
altered: ‘ For the Lord Jefus Chrift fhall 
“ change our vile body, that it may be 
“ fafhioned like unto his glorious body, ac- 


* cording to the working whereby he isable 


“even to fubdue all things onto himfeif.” 
In what refpeéts the bedy that fhall be raifed ~ 
will differ from the prefent body the Apofile 
telis us, ™* It is fown in corruption, it is raifed 
“in incorruption ; it is fown in difhonour, it 
“ js raifed in glory; it is fown in weaknefs, 
“ it js raifed in power; it is fown a natural 
“ body, it is raifed a {piritual body.” To 


“the body thus freed from all the feeds of 


corruption, from all its prefent imperfections, 
weakneffes and wants, fhall the foul be again 
united ; and then fhall the faints enter upon 
the poffeflion of that. inheritance incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, and unfading, which is now 
referved in heaven for them. And “then fhall 
“ be brought to pafs the faying that is written, 
death is fwallowed up in victory.” The 
fouls of the righteous will indeed be happy 
while their bodies lie in the grave ; but their 
happinefs will not be complcat, till after the. 
refurretion. Then fhall they, being publickly 
and folemnly acquitted by the Saviour and 
Judge of the world, and owned as his friends 
and difciples, go away into life eternal, and be 
as happy as they can defire, in the abfence of 
all evil, and the poffeffion of all good: “‘ For 
they fhall hunger no more, neither thir 

. C2 “ any 


Bea mths 


. eS 
any more, neither fhall the fun-Jight on 
* them nor any heat: for the Lamb which is 
-§ in the midft of the throne, fliall feed them, 
“and fhall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: And God fhall wipe away all 
“tears from their eyes.” Thefe are figura- 
tive expreflions to denote the perfection of 
the faints bleffednefs. And there are many 
other defcriptions, which muft give us a molt 
exaited idea of this happinefs ; as when we 
are told that it will confift in knowing, loving 
and being like God; in being feated on a 
throne with the glorious redeemer, and enjoy 
ing the fociety of holy angels.. What is the 
happinefs which the heathens expected in their 
elyfium compared. with this? But further 
we are affured that this happinefs fhall be 
unchangeable and eternal. [t is called in 
fcripture “eternal glory,” ‘‘ eternal falvation,” _ 
an “ eternal inheritance,” and ‘¢ eternal life.” 
This adds great weight to the happinefs of 
heaven, that it will not be liable to change 
or period, How different is it, in this refpect, 
from every thing which is called happinefs 
here below! How uncertain, how fleeting 
are all earthly enjoyments! We call them 
ours to-day, and to-morrow they are gone 
from us to rcturn no more. Should not the 
greatnefs and the eternity of this happinefs _ 
captivate our hearts and engage us with the 
greateft zeal and diligence to feck it? It was 
for this purpofe, that the divine goodnefs has 
given us fuch an engaging defcription of the 
; eke. glories 


. 


a: a ee ae fe 


( 21 ) 


glories of heaven. And that we might not be at 
2 lofsdamm to know how we might lay hold on 
eternal life, the gofpel has plainly toid us what 
we muft do to be faved, viz. repent of all our 
fins, believe on the Lord Jefus and keep. his 
- commandments; at the fame time offering us 
the affiftances of the Holy Spirit, to enable us 
to dothus. I will only obferve further, that 
as the gofpel makes a full difcovery of a future 
ftate, and of every thing refpecting it, which 
dt concerns us to know, fo we have the moft 
{atisfactory evidence that what it teaches upon 
thefe points is true. The heathens had fo 
many abfurd and improbable fables blended 
with their doétrine of a future ftate, as greatly 
prejudiced the belief of it. The ftories which 
were told about the river Styx, Gharon’s boat, 
&c. could not be believed by any confiderate 
omen: Nor can it be doubted but that the 
abfurdity of thefe tales made fome give up 
the ih te doétrine with which they were 
connected. But the dofrine of the gofpel 
upon this point, is worthy to be believed, as 
being in itfelf, in every part of it, a rational 
and confiftent dof&rine ; as well as on account 
of the charaéter of its author: Who by the 
many mighty works which he did during his 
miniftry, proved himfelf to be the great mef 
fenger and prophet of God ; and was em- 
phatically declared ta be the Son of God with 
power, by his refurre&tion from the dead. — 


Tuus life and immortality are brought to 
light by the gofpel.. The doftrine is mote 
‘ge eee clear! 
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clearly known, and better confirmed than it 
was before this difpenfation. The veil; which - 
before, hid the regions beyond the grave 
from the world, is drawn afide ; and a {cene 
of light and joy unfpeakable prefents itfelf to 
our view, into which Jefus the fore-runner ‘is 
for us entered. Whither he is gone we know, 
and the way we know: And this we alfo know, 
that if we do his commandments we fhall at 
length goto be with him where he is, to be- 
hold his glory, and partake of the joys of 
eternity. : 7 


Let me now offer-fome refleaions by way 
of application. 


1. We fee from this fubje& what great 
obligations mankind is under. to Jefus Chrift, 
our Saviour and Redeemer. To him we are. 
immediately indebted for our hopes of deli- 
verance from death and deftruétion, and for 
all our profpeéts of happinefs beyond the 
grave. He hath not only difcovered a ftate 
of future glory, but it is he that hath opened 
awaytoit. The facred Scriptures evidently 
teach us that none of the finful children of 
Adan can obtain eternal life, inany other way | 
than through his mediation and fuffering ; 
that death would forever have held all the 
fallen race under his dominion, if Chrift had 
not interpofed to refcue them. To Him, 
therefore, Jet us, with the warmeft gratitude, 
afcribe everlafting glory and honor, praife and 
thank{giving. But, 4; 
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2. Let us alfo remember our obligations 
to the God and Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, to’ whofe free unfupplicated goodnefs - 
we are ultimately indebted for all the bleffings 
of the gofpel. It was He who formed the 
glorious plan of falvation by Chrift, before the 
world began; and when the fulnefs of time 
was come, fent forth his Son to redeem us 
from the curfe of the law: And His Provi- 
dence was nearly concerned in, and dire&ted 
all thofe events by which death is abolithed, 
and life and immortality are brought to light. 
Allis to be ultimately refolved into the un- 
merited love and benignity of Almighty God. 
Wherefore, ‘* bleffed be the God and Father 
“of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which according 
“‘to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us 
“again untoa lively hope, by the refurre@ion 
“of Jefus Chrift from the dead, to an inhe- 
“‘ritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
*‘ that fadeth not away, referved in heaven 
“for thofe, who are kept by the power of 
“God through faith unto falvation, ready to 
** be revealed in the laft time.” eas 
3. THE confideration of this fubjea fhould 
reconcile good men to the thoughts of death, 
and make them willing to leave the world 
whenever God calls them. As to fuch, Chrift 
hath made death to be only exchanging this 
for a better ftate ; a paflage out of this trou- 
blefome world unto lit eternal. And who 
that reflected upon’ the fufferings to which 
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we are liable here, and the happinefs of the 
future ftate, but what would be Willing to 
make the exchange? What has this life to 
engage our love compared with the happinefs 
of heaven ? Let thé good man’s worldly cir- 
cumftances be evet fo agreeable, let his prof- 
pects be ever fo promifing, he has no reafon 
to be unwilling to give them all up, for the 
fake of going to be ever with the Lord. 
‘Whether he hath lived a longer or a fhorter 
time in the world it matters not. If he hath 
lived by faith in the Son of God, and kept 
his commandments, death cannot come too 
foon for him. And though he comes in the 
guife of an enemy, and makes a formidable 
appearance, he.is in truth a conquered enemy, 

jas loft his fting and can really do us no hurt, 
if we are the fervants of Chrift., Let us then, 
fincerely endeavor to obey the gofpel, and 
we fhall have no reafon to fear the approach 
of death, and may even with joy hope for it. 


’ 4°Puts fubje@ affords us abundant mat- 
ter of confolatisn undér the troubles and af- 
fli@ions which we meet with in the world. 
If we beat them with patience, and acquit 

~ourfelves well, it will’ be buta little while, be 
fore they will be followed with everlafting | 
joy and his “And indeed the fubject 
we have been upon is of vaft importance i 
this view: For when we are opprefled with 
the miferies and calamities of life, and expe- 
Ticnce thie uncertainty “and unfatistying geet 
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of all worldly énjoyménts, it muft be an tite 
fpeakable fatisfagtion, to be affured that there 
is a more durable and happy {tate beyond the 
grave, which lies open to us. Were it not for 
this profpett, it feems as if human natare mult 
be fometimes quite overborne by forrow and 
diftrefs.. And thofe perfons are furely much 
to be pitied as well as blamed, who, either — 
through their infidelity, or their difobedience 
to the gofpel, can derive no confolation front 
it, in the day of adverfity. ae 


Bur this fubjeé is, in a peculiar manner, 
adapted to fupport and comfort us,when death 
takes away our pious friends and relatives. We - 
may fay of themasour blefled Saviour faid of 
the Jewifh ruler’s daughter, though not in ex- 
adtly the fame fenfe, they are not dead, but 

- fleep ; that is, they are not dead in the fenfe 
which paflion, or unenlightened nature, is ready 
to pronounce them fo: They are nor loft, or 
feperated from us forever, but only fora time. 
Their fouls, whofe virtues and endowments 
were the principal caufe of our attachment to 
them,.and which we moft highly valued, are 
not dead, or in the leaft injured by the diflos 
lution of the body ; they have only quitted. 
this {tate, and are gone to the paradife above, — 
where they. will be forever free from all de-. 
filement and: imperfection, and beyond the 
reach of all thofe pains and forrows which 
break the .reft and wound the bofoms of 

mortal men. And though their bodies are at, 
neeien 
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‘efent eh the dominion of death, and- 
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fhut up-in the grave; the houfe appointed for 
all the living, they are prifoners of hope : 
For the fame power which raifed the young 
woman, above referred to, from the dead, 
fhall, in due time, raife them alfo, with freth 
and unfading beauty, ftrength and vigor. 
To thefe glorious bodies, infinitely more 
beautiful and charming, than the moft lovely 
and engaging mortal, their fouls fhall be again 
united, and enter upon the enjoyment of» 
endlefs and unmixed felicity. And though 
they will no more return to us, we muft in 
alittle while go to them ;—our bodies to 
theirs in the grave, and our fouls to theirs 
in the world of fpirits: And if, like them, 


we die in the Lord, we fhall again enjoy | 


their focicty in heaven, upon much better 
terms than we did here. 


TueseE confiderations muft have a powerful 
tendency to comfort and fupport us, under 
fuch events. We cannot in reafon mourn for 


‘the dead, though we may for our own lofs. 


And indeed furvivors have often great reafon 
to do this: The death of a beloved, prudent 
and faithful friend, is the greateft ‘of all tem- 
poral calamities. It fometimes makes fuch a 
breach in the family where it happens, as 
nothing in this world can fully repair, and 
leaves an incurable wound in the bereaved 
breaft. Nor, upon fuch occafions, is it incon- 
fiftent with religion to mourn our Iofs with 


moderation, and a becoming fubmiflion to 
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the divine will.'Has not then the hufband 
reafon to mourn, when death takes from him 
his dear wife, to whom he was united, not 
by the ties of intereft, but by the gentle, yet 
powerful bands -of unadulterated love; in 
whoin he has ever found a prudent, faithful 
and moftaffectionate friend; who never knew 
a forrow that he had without forrowing her- 
felf, ora joy that he felt without rejoicing 
with him; who with ‘unremitted and almoft 
unexampled tendernefs watched over her chil- 
dren. to preferve them from evil, endeavour- 
ing both by inftruétion’and example ‘to train 
them up in the ways of honor and ufefulnefs, 
of religion and virtue; who made it her con- 
tinual and delightful employment to render 
him and all her family happy ; in whom, 
to allude to Solomon’s defcription of fuch 
a woman, ‘the heart of her hufband did 
‘ fafely truft, without fear of fpoil;* whe 
‘looked well to the -ways of her houfe- 
‘hold, and ate not the bread of idlenefs ; 
‘who did him good and» not evil all. the 
‘days of her life; in whofe tongue was 
‘the law. of kindnefs, who firetched out 
‘her hands to the poor and needy, fo that 
‘ tHe bleffing of many ready to perifh came 
‘ upon ‘her; and who was his “ companion 
in the kingdom and patience of Jefus Chrift,’ 
and through faith in him, led a life of fincere, 
though not oftentatious, picty and ‘devotion, 
looking for the mercy of God to eternal life?. 
—Hias not, | fay, he that has loft fuch a friend 
ee ee D2" aN: gard 
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and conipanion great reafon to mourn his lof? 
He. that can. be unaffected with fuch a be- 
reavement mult. be fomething more or lefsthan 
a man. Refignation to the will, of Heaven 
is indeed his indifpenfable duty,, though the 
defire of bis eyes and the delight of his heart 
is taken from him... But chriftian refignation 
docs not. deftroy the fcelings of humanity ; 
nor does religion, require that it thould,. Our 
bleffed Sayiour did not chide. the. filters ‘of 
Lazarus’ for, weeping at the death of - their 
brother ;-yea he wept with them,- Surely 
then, he will not be offended with’ a fervant 
for weeping oyer the grave of a: friend. nearer 
than a brother. Nor has the daughter much 
lefs reafon to mourn her lofs, who, when fhe 
is jutt coming, into} life, and; moft needs the 
hand of maternal wifdom and experience to 


condu& her into the.paths-of religion and — 


honor, is deprived. of »a mother from+whofe 
affection the has experienced, and. might’ have 
expected’ every -kindnefs the could reafonably 
‘ defire,,anid from whofe infiru@ion and exam 
ple the might have learnt the practice of piety 
and virtue, of every thing decent and praifes 
worthy, lovely:and:of good reports Yea, the 
brother of fuch a fifter, and all het relatives, 
have great caufe to lament their lofs;when the 
is taken from them: Though they thould not 
mourn} as thofe who ‘have no ‘hopes: nor 
murmur again{t Providences; \. 90 od: 
Suc reflcdtions as we have been attend: 
ing to will not, 1 hope, be thought apd 
‘ the. 
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the confideration of this affembly in generals 
But I muft acknowledge that in offering them 
I have had a particular regard to cay owns cafe. 
I have often endeavoured..to adminifier the 
confolations.of religion to other people under 
their affli@ions: And they who undertake to 
teach others, ought to know how to teach 
themfelves. God has lately given me great 
occafion for thefe confolations to fupport 
my fpirits. It has pleafed him in his moft 
wife and holy providence grievovfly to afflict” 
me and my family, by the fadden death of 
my: beloved companion and faithful friend, 
Though | have not lived to this age, without 
often drinking of the cup of affliction, yet 
I muft acknowledge this to be the moft bitter 


_ draught which 1 have tafted.. But “ the cup 


“which my Father hath given me, fhall I not 
6 dtink it?” { blefs God, that I am not with- 
out confolation. \ 1 have reafon to hope that 
my lof is-her gain ; that fhe is gone to the 
inanfions ‘of heaven, where fhe is far happier 
than the happieft mortal ;| where there is no~ 
thing to difturb her repofe, to interrupt ‘her 


_ felicity ; where ber imperfections dre all done 


away, and her virtues perfected; where thé 
diftreffes of the poor and miferable which the 


-has fo often mourned, will never more wound 


her breaft; and’ where that charity, in which 
fhe fo much delighted, reigns uncontrouled,and 
gives law to all the bleft inhabitants. Could 
the departed fpirit now addrefs me, it would 
doubtlefs be in language to this’ purpefe : 
ine eo ey Se Res 28% es Weep 
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“ Weep not for me, who atm got beyond 
* the reach of all imperfection.and forrow ; 
but rather weep for yourfelf, and for your 
*¢ children who are longer to. ftruggle with 
*< the weaknefs, the temptations and the cala- 
“ mities of mortality. Yea, inftead of weep- 
** ing, if you loved me, you fhould rather re- 
“ joice, at the happy exchange’ which I have 
“ made.” If we love our friends we fhall 
not be unwilling to fuffer for their good. I 
ought not furely to repine at fuffering much 
for her happinefs, who’ never thought fhe 
could do too much to promote mine. When 
I confider thefe things, I cannot but be fenfi- 
ble that even friendthip for the deceafed; 
though it gives pungency to my Jorrow, ought 
in reafon to reconcile me to her departure. 


But I ought further to confider that as oe 
this event has not taken. place, without the* ~~ 
hand and counfel of God, who woundeth and 
who healeth; who killeth and. who maketh 
alive; fo He has a right to do what He pleafes 
with me and mine, and always does what is 
beft; and therefore abfolute fubmiffion to his 
will is both) my duty and intereft -—That 
death is the common lot of all the children 
of Adam; and friends ought always to re- 
raember that: a parting time will come. So 
that this feperation is,what muft have taken 
place at fome time or other. And that divine 
Providence, under whofe guidance and dire¢- 
tion fuch connections are formed, knows when - 
and in.what manner it is beft to diffolve them. 

“We 


(i383 


We are “ fallen on evil days with dangers 
“ compafs'd round.” And poffibly fuch ca- 
Jamitics may foon befall us as fhall make many 
who are now alive wifh to hide themfelves in 
the grave. Our blefled Saviour {peaking in 
reference to the defolation that was coming 
upon Jerufalem, fays, “ wo unto them that 
‘are with child, and to them that give’ fuck 
‘in thofe days.” And it will not be owing 
either to our own righteoufnefs, or to the 
good difpofition of our enemies, if the cafe 
fhould not be the fame~among us. There 
can be no doubt but God fometimes removes 
his faithful fervants out of this world, with a 
view to prevent their feeing and bearing a part 
in the calamities which he is about to bring 
upon a finful people. Accordingly’ we read, 
that “ the righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come.” And there is an exprefs 


* promife to king Jofiah to this purpofe. ‘ Thus 


“ faith the Lord God of Ifrael ;—becaufe thine 


‘““ heart was tender, &c. behold therefore £ © 


“will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou 
“ fhalr be gathered into thy grave in peace, 


“and thine eye fhall not {ee all the evil which ~ 
“Twill bring upon this place.” It is not 
poffible for me, or any one elfe to fay that it 


is not for a fimilar reafon that.God has taken 
away my beloved friend. And this confider: 
ation affordsan additional argument for acqui- 
efcence in this event of providence.; When I 
refle& upon my little children, efpecially upon 
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the new-born infant, lentome, as it were; in _ 
ee exchange 
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exchange for his mother, thus eatly deprived re 


of a parent who had too juft a fenfe of her 
duty, and too much natural-affection to negle& 
the nurfing and care of her offspring, and a- 
bandon them to unfeeling ftrangers, my heart 
is pained within me, fot thofe tender branches 
of io beloved a vine. But here alfo religion 
affords me abundant confolation. God who 
gave them’and has hitherto preferved them, 
fome of them through dangers and ficknefs, 
can take care of, and preferve them ftill. If 
not a fparrow falls to the ground without 
Him ;\if the very hairs of our head are all 
numbered by: Him ; farely the care of little 
children, who are of more yalue than many 
fparrows, cannot be beneath his notice. He 
can eafily order matters fo, that they fhall 
want none of that care and thofe-kind offices 
which their helplefs {tate requires, Our blef- 


fed Saviour, who was himfelf born of a woman, — 


thewed particular kindnefs to little children in 


‘the days of his miniftry on earth: Nor dol} 


doubt but He ftill bears the fame affection to 
fuch, delighting to be-friend them and do them 
good. Wherefore committing them into the 
hands of God who made them, and of hisSom 
who redeemed them, and doing the duty of a 
father myfelf, I need not be anxious either 
about their temporal or eternal welfare. 


SucH refleétions as thefe give me much 
confolation in the midft of my mourning, 


though by reafon of thofe focial ee “ 
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whith are by noviteans: to. be, condemfied, LL 
am not able to -get wholly above all grief, 
upon, this occafion.—— Give me leave to add 
that 1 have no;doubr but. God has wife and: 
kind. purpofes to- anfwer. with refpe& to mys 
felf and my family, by means.of this difpen= 
fation of his providence,:++That it is defigned 
to make us wifet and better, lefs fond of this. 
vain world, and more earneft and diligent in 
feeking that eternal life which the. gofpcl. 
teyeals :—That it is defigned to make, me 
more intirely devoted to him and his. fervice 
in the ftation to which he has called. me; and: 
therefore. more likely. to. be ferviceable ta. 
you, in the work of the miniftry ; particularly 
better qualified to fympathife with, and to com-, 
fort them that are in forrow ;: which, I fhould, ~ 
efteem as one valuable. effeét.of my affliction, 
Indeed .one principal reafon.of my thus freely: 
laying open to, you, the. fources. of my own, 
confolation on this occafion, is that you) may. 
be comforted under fimilar trials, if they have 
already befallen you, ‘or fhould befall you, | 
with the fame “ comfort wherewith I am my2 
** felf comforted of God.” And.this, I hopes 
will at leaft. be. fome apology, for {peaking fo 
much concerning myfelf and my. own: private 
trouble, and in fome degree digrefling from 
my fubject. Though, indeed, ij do: not. ap- 
prehend that. this,vifitation ought to..be con- 
fidered. as only.a private affliction. The death 
of a petfon, in, the midft.of her days;, whofe 
example. was: at’ once. fo sengaging; and. fo’ 
Ses - . worthy 
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worthy of imitation, is a lofs not only to her 


family, but to all her friends ahd acquaintance. ° 


Nor do I doubt but my beloved hearers 
in general, and efpecially thofe who have 
more “ fully known her manner of life, faith, 
charity and patience,” are afflicted by her 

death, and mourn both their own lofs and 


mine. I have known too much of your . 


| efteem and friendfhip for her, and have ex- 
perienced too many inftances of your kind- 
nefs to me, to leave any room to doubt this. 
| And while I, with gratitude, and a kind of 
fad pleafure, refle@ upon your generous fym- 
pathy with me, I pray God that you may 
not bé without the confolations of religion 
. to fapport you under this aad every other 
trial, that providence may bring upon you ; 
and that you may have wifdom and grace to 
improve them for his glory and your own 
good ;—to be followers of your deceafed 
» friends, fo far as they followed Chrift. 


gs. AND to conclude; fince Jefus Chrift 
hath by the gofpel broughe to light a ftate of 
tuture and eternal happinefs for the righteous, 
let us make it our great concern to obtain a 
title to it; by a patient continuance in well- 
doing feeking for glory, honor and immor- 
tality.’ Temporal death we cannot efcape, 
nor if we are. wife fhall we defire it: Our 
bodies mutt: fhortly go to the grave and fee 
corruption ; but our immortal fouls fhalh 
either be convayed “by angele: to the realms 
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of blifs, or thru down into that place of 
torment, where there is no joy, no confola- 
tion, no hope. God calls upon us both by 
his word and by his providence to prepare for 
eternity ; and if we will not regard the call, 
in vain, as to us, hath Chrift abolifhed death, 
and brought eternal life to light, fince in the 
error of our ways we feek the former, and 
will not lay hold on the latter. Let us, then, 
in this their day mind the things of our peace 
before they are hidden from our eyes ; and 
in a particular manner attend to the admo- 
nitions of providence in the departure.of our 
friends and acquaintance, imagining that we 
hear, as it were, avoice founding from the 
chamber of death, and from the tomb faying, 
“« be ye alfo ready, improve the fleeting mo- 
ments ; for there is no work, nor device, 
“ nor knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave, 
“ whither ye are haftening.” Did we pro- 
perly regard fuch admonitions, and now live 
as dying, immortal creatures: ought to live, 
we fhould be prepared to meet death with 
calmnefs and compofure of mind, however 
fuddenly or unexpectedly it might come upon 
us: And when we quit. thefe bodies to be 
depofited in the duft for a time, our mever- 
dying {pirits would fly {wiftly to the regions 
of light, and joy unfpcakable and full of 
glory. There, without doubt, we {hall find 
many. of our old friends and acquaintance 
who ate gone before us. And perhaps the 
felicity of that place will in part arife from 

: , their 
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their fociety and converfe.* There. we thall: 
be introdti¢ed into’ “ the general: affembly: 
& and chutch of the firft-born, which are 
& written invheaven, to God the Judge ofall, 
‘to the {pirits of jut men made perfett, and 
<<'to Jefus the mediator of the new covenant.” 
O what joy and gladnefs of heart will fpring: 
from hence! Imagination can’at prefent form 
no adequate ideavof it! «O wher fhall we 
enter upon’ this thrice blefled ftate? When 
fall we go to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerufalem; to fpend an eternity in 
the fublime exercifes of knowledge, purity 
and love ? 
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